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REPCO

RELIABILITY

TRIAL?S
Facts and Figures.

When and Where

The Repco Trial will start in
Meibourne on August 5, 1979
and will run clockwise around
Australia for 20,000 kms in
14 days. It will finish back in
Melbournie on August 19th.
Crganisation

The Trial will be organised
by Australian Sporiing
Promotions, a company in
Adelaide run by six-times South
Australian champion, Stewart
MecLeod. This will be an
Irmtarnational Event held under
the International Sporting Code
of the Federation Internationale
de I'Automobile (FI.A.) and the
Matignal Competition Rules of
the Confederation ol Australian
Motor Sports (CAMS),
Throughout the whole of the Trial
route, no competitive sections
are located in or near national
parks.

Prizemoney

A total of AS50,000 prize
money is offered. The outright
winner will receive at least
514,000 and prize monay s
extended to 10th place.

Class awards will be worth
at least 57,000 and Special
Stage Awards will be a minimum
of $10,000.

Cars eligible

Cars eligible to enler the
Repco Reliability Trial will be two
wheel drive vahicles registered
for use on public roads in
Agstralia. Moditication to
viehicles s unrestricted.
Classes

Car classes will be:

Up 1o 1600cc; 1601 to 2000ce;
2001 10 3000cc; and over
3000cc.

Entries

Eniries will be restricted 1o
approximately 200 competitors.
The first 150 entries received will
be guaranieed a starl. The
remainder will be conditional
eniries subject 1o ballgt, Entries
close on 30th June, 1979
Applications should be made 1o
Australian Sporting Promotions.,
524 Magill Road,

Magill, 5072,

South Australia
Telephone (08) 31 6601
Tefex AABBS1I

The route.

From the star, the Repco
Trial will set a lively pace. From
Melbourne, cars will proceed to
central Victoria on Sunday
atterncon 5th August. Along fire
track roads in closed circuit, they
will immediately compete in
familiar rally territory. From the
starl oo, 1he Trial will include
many Special Stage evenis
ciosed to ordinary traffic.
Spectator venues have been
organised to aliow the public to
view as much of the lun as
possible. Spectator Programmes
will be made available through all
Fepco oullets so that you can go
direct to the salest speciator
venue points. After the cars
leave Melbourne they will
proceed around Heathcote and
Bendigo. Competitors will head
down into the hill country
between Maryborough and
Araral 1o the sea at Mt. Gambier.
The first cars are expected to
arrive here at around 9.40 on
Sunday night.

rest break in Mt. Gambier before
procesding through numenous
very low sandridges to the North
Cars will wind their way
avernight 1o Renmark, South
Austrabia, where they will arrive
| &8 the gun is rising. Then it's on

But there will be only a shan |

Trial Organiser. STEWART McLECD has no froulia i some sand in
Wastarn Ausirallz during his reécent survey for the REPCO RELIABILITY
TRIAL, This saction wil prove easy for al experienced compealilors.

down 10 the Southern Lofty
Ranges oulside Adelaide, More
competition near Kersbrook with
cars finally entering the city at
around 4 p.m. on Monday Gith —
for a well-earnad rest.

That leg of the Trial will have
been a “"warm up’ for the tough
tracks ahead, In fact, from
Agelaide after an overnight rest,
there will be one of the longest.
hardest drives ever devised in
Australian rallying. Even the best
crews are expected 1o find
difficulties in this section! Every
driver will be driving his car with
the final Perth destination in
mind. Therefore he will drive with
precision on this rough circuit to
presarve his car over this
incredible distance,
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The road strefches as far as the eye can sea. On the Nullarbor Plain,

From a tough, tight, recky
jump-ups” in the Flinders

Ranges, cars will pound their
way into Broken Hill in the
afternoon. Their next destination
& rugged ride 10 — of all piaces
— Birdsville! This will require
expert navigation during the
might sections and careful driving
to reach this outpost

In this section, when cars
depart from Broken Hill, they will
head north through the Barner
Range in the afternoon and cross
numerous creeks around
Shannon and will pass around
the ouiskirts of Tibooburra. This
place has a famous pub. by the
way, especially renowned lor its
decor However, crews won't get
a chance o admire it

To the west and o the north
of Tibooburra the country
flattens out inlo plains as tar as
the eye can see. Cars will be on
narrow tracks, and the whole
environmeant of the area makes
you think back to the
tremendous problems the Burke
and Wills expedition must have
had, In the last century.

As they cross back into

e [ South Australia near “Cordillo

Downs” the cars will be

'| negotiating {racks into the early

hours of the moming. Thene are
plenty of creek crossings, and
other hazards to walch out for
here. Navigators will need to be
on the Ball finding their way info
Cueenstand.

The February issue of
“Mational Geographic” can
show you vivid colour piciures of
this country and the problems
people have in living in this
remote centre.

And, remember, apart from
rough terrain and flooded
walerways this area is generally
unpredictable. In fact, if
condilions change rapidiy,
attermative routes may have 1o be
taken in this area. That's what
it's like going into Birdsville. You
could call it a “hard day's night"!

From Birdsville 10 Marea will
be a slight reliel. But dom
imagine that the sandy tracks of
the Simpson Desert are a Sunday
drive. The first cars are
scheduled to arrive at Maree at
9.30 am on Wednesday 8th but
crews will immediately head
South, past Margaret Creek and
south of Lake Eyre. Cars will now
encounter claypan country, rock
hill oulcrops and other
“uncomfortabie” road
conditions. These will persisi
until they reach the central
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drivers will need 10 keep Mhelr eyes peeled because this frack can become

coverad with nasty protruging rocks!
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Muliarbor Plain. Thay arrive at
Eucla on Wednesday night and
will continue on 1o Kalgoorhie
arrving inthe early morning of
Thursday 9th. This cvernight
section will include another
“horror stretch” with sandhills,
salt patches, claypans and
tracks that will be barely
noticeable &t night! A navigator's
nightmare! 5o the crew will need
fo be carelul and plan their
course well

The ftrip into Perth will pass
the large Lake King, Lake Grace
and through the wheat belt near
Marrogin into Perth

Actuglly, cars will arrive at
Glouster Park, Penh, late
Thursday night 2th August. Here
cars will be impounded. The
crews, meanwhile, will be taking
a well-eamed 14 hour rest break
A competilive slage will be held
EI:ISE to the city on the following
2 Then begins the trék 10 the
North. Traveling up the coast (o
Geraldton, and skirting the
coastal areas — cars will travel
past huge sand dunes. They
enter the kingdom of Prince
Leonard of Hutt a1 the Hutt River
Province and they may have
passpor trouble too! Craws will
see miles and miles of rabbit
proof fencing as they travel
north east

Then into the mining areas
over hard iton fermrain around the
huge mountains of the
Hammersley Range. It's on 1o
Port Hedland where the first car
i5 expectsd 10 arrive at around
10.45 am on Saturday 11th. This,
incidentally, will be after an all-
risght drive through the
Hammearskeys. But there will be
no time for "Saturday Night
Fever”. Alter a shon rest break,
the cars will iake in the Indan
Dcean road along telegraph ling
tracks with numerous "yumps”
1o Broome, Derby and Wyndham
10 Kurnunurra

I's already been & liring
journey and, surprise, surprise,
there are still 6 more days to go!
Competitors are now on the final
leg of @ 4700 kms drive from
Perth to Darwin where they are
expecied in the late aflernoon of
Sunday 121h August. A stretch
like that deserves ancther 14%
hours rest break — which will be
gratefully taken by all crews. But
at 7 am next morming, it's
“wakey, wakey, rise and shine”
and off to Katherine which the
first cars will reach by noon.

Incidentally, it's time we
talked about refuelling! Cars
don't run-on fresh air —
eapecially some finely tuned
beauties that have entered for
the "Repco’
The Trial route has been
selecied 1o provide tuel
avallability a1 appropriate
intervals. Actually, the maximum
distances between planned fuel
stops vary up to 800 kms. Each
vehicle is expected lo be
equipped with a fual fank
capacity of al least 550
competitive kilometres, The
longest compelilive siage is

—

Fools may rush in — but Angels will reduce (hew speed o 8 crawl, These

claypan fiafs along the way will siow the enfire fiefd but if is fime thal wil
need fo be made up elsewhere along the Trial route.

520 kms which is preceded by a
200 kms touring stage during
which tanks could be topped up
from cans.

Many people in the outback
are also involved with the Repco
Trial. They will be going 1o a
good deal of trouble 1o assist the
competitors ensuring that fuel
and, in some cases, food are
provided for the competing cars.
Many of the outback pecple still
remember the early Trials.

Many service stations will
also-act as checkpoinis and
refuelling depots along the way.
Repco is very grateful for the
hundreds of oulback peaple who
will be invalving themsehes in
this classic event.

On the subject ol “Stages’
The Trial will contain
approximately 140 stages
comprising 20 Special Stages,
65 Trial Stages, 45 Touring
Stages and 10 Assembly Stages.
The 1otal length of Special
Stages and Trial Stages will be
approximately 13,000 of the total
20,000 kilomatres.

The Queensland section of
the Trial will probably hold more
surprises for cars and crews
After an early morning rest at
Burketown cars depart for an
early breakiast at M. I=a.

A turther rest break is very
necessary because ol the
incradible distance from this
mining cantre to Cairns on the
coast. A solid drive for one day
{(And when you compare the
distances between any
habitation this section is really
lengthy)

Cars lsave The Isa at
.00 am on Tuesday 14th August
reaching Cairns after 10 pm al
night, The journgy down the
coast, around winding jungle
{racks, up, down, around hills will
fake place over Tuesday (141h)
night until cars reach Townsville
fora 10 hour rest.

Mackay, Rockhampton
(arriving early morning on
Thursday 16th), Maryborough,
through to Brisbane will all be
completed on Thursday 16th,

Cars will always use tracks well
away trom built up areas, and
vEnue points can be sought from
the Spectator Programme, which
will be issued through Repco
outlets at the fime the Trial 15 on,

Arrival of first cars at
Brisbane is scheduled at
4.25 pm on Thursday 16th,
where crews stop for a shor
rest.

The route 10 Sydney and
Melbourne travels through
Grafton area from 11 pm
Thursday 16th fo the Port
Macguarie area, arnving at
MNewcastle at 8.30 am on Friday
17th August.

In Sydney cars will proceed
to the Mator Show at the
Showgrounds near Centennial
Park, from 11.20 am onwards for
an overnight stay

First cars leave Sydney at
9,00 pm on Friday 17th for an
overnight drive to Albury via the
way of Canberra. Cars will
complete thair competitive
sections in Afbury at 2 pm an
Saturday 18th August, returning
to the finish at Melbourne. (More
details of the complete Trial will
be available in a further Bulletin
after a survey of the route 1s
completed in April. This survey
will be carried out in another
four-wheel drive 1o check all of
ihe route before the final survey
in a two-wheel drive car just

pefore the Trial commences.)




snack white planning the courss.
What do trials
achieve?

Australia is & great country
tor Motoring Trials of all types
And, in fact, the broadness of
appeal of a trial of this nature s
quite remarkabte. Firstly, it offers
a wide range of experience faor
competitors. Nobody disputes
that. Bul spectators, 100, gain a
great deal of knowledge and
exciternent rom watching tha
event. There is a mysterious
camaragene in sharing in the
loneliness of the long-distance
driver making his way inlo areas
which the city-dweller may never
actually visil. It gives him a sense
ot belonging 1o that remote spot
You realise just how large this
couniry is, and how competant
drivers must be to negotiate the
terrain in 1his type of event

As the Repco Reliability Trial
fravels around the country and 1o
each Capital city, it will also take
In many larger provinoial towns
outback mining centres, remole
outhack districls and far-distant
catlle stations. As the Trial cars
pass by, each of these centres
will also stand in the media
spotlight

But, naturally, watching cars
perform is only half the story
The Trial 15 valuable far
manufaciurars and automotive
enginesrs o check the durability
of motor car components, Long
distances, heat, dust and bad
road conditions, all will test
motgr parls 1o the limit. Few cars
would ever need to endure such
conditions in their lifetimea bt
manufacturers place their
vahicles in these triaks in the
public spotlight, knowing that the
conditions are severe. This
shows courage in the
markeiplace. In automotive
design few faults ever remain in
components for very long — if
they exist thay are quickly
rectified. Private entry teams also
undarstand their pamicular cars
— and the strengths needed io
lake such an unmerciful
pounding over a 20,000
kilometre course, This Trial is

Ausirafian Sporting Promations is the organising company for the Repco
Trial Here direcior and ax-rally champion Stewart Mol eod fakes & roadside

valuable 1o manufacturers and
privale entries as well,

If crews are groed to
pertarm "bush engineering”
lasks with a pair of pliers and a
roil of Mo, 8 wire, then valuable
tima will be lost. it's times like
thase you not anly need a cerfain
mint-tasting sweet, but you get
some bright ideas how bodies
can be strangthaned to
withstand the incredible forces of
lough outback driving

That briefly, is what tough

Trials are all about. it is no
disgrace for a car, or crew, nol
o complate the course. it neads
very skilful hours at the wheal
Total concentration. And spot-on
navigation. Today, many will
argue that a great deal of fun has
gone out of motoring. True. But
it's lively worthwhile events
like the Repco Reliability Trial
that help drivers handle cars
well and safely in extreme
conditions.

Of coursa, some crews will
arrnve home dispirited and
disappointed. Others will arrive

1| tired, but tested, after a great

adventura, Still ofhers will be
tesling triumphant and terrific|
But all will gain a great sense ol
achievement at having
participated in one of the
toughest tests of men and
machinss ever organised in
Australia.

Thig Trial will also be the
bipgest, most speclacular all-
Repco prometion for many
years. |l s one which is sure 1o
attract both world-wide publicity
as well a5 receiving wide
coverage throughout the
Ausiralia media, because some
of the old "Redex” Trial
personalities may enfer Even
now it i known that the ariginal
‘Grey Ghost' Ford will enter 1he
Trial

This exciting Repoo event
promises to be the true motoring
highlight of 1979

A rugged fest lor suspension, lyres and the bodywork of Trial cars. This
sachon with its harsh surfdce and many curves and dips will make the

going slow across the Plaing

Feature film
a

with ABC

Arrangements have been
made with ABC TV 1o film the
Repco Reliability Trial. This film
will be placed throughout the
network ol 164 ABC stations in
Australia giving the avent the
chance o be viewed nationally.

The opportunity for avery-
one to see the highlights of the
Trial nationally, will draw a lot of
attention 1o Repco




